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Kurtz, Sally

From: ThomasCPayne@aol.com

Sent: Monday, November 05, 2001 7:55 PM
To: rustk@daytonartinstitute.org

Subject: Re: Laura Birge at DAI
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Sally,

| received the information on Laura Birge. Thank you so much. Below is addition information
about Laura from “The Payne’s of Hamilton” A Genealogy and Biographical Record by Augusta
Francelia Payne White, Tobias A. Wright Publisher, dated 1912.

Tom Payne

Miss Laura Birge received her education at her mother's private school and at Cooper Seminary.
She early showed artistic gifts, beginning to draw at the age of nine. Her art education began as a
private pupil of Clara Soule, a daughter of a well-known Dayton artist of that time. Later she had
one year at Cooper school of Design, in New York City, studying from life. She was the youngest
pupil in this large school. After-wards, she studied in Cincinnati, Ohio. Then followed three years
of study in Europe, especially in the art centers London, Paris and Munich. At the latter city she
had a studio and was a pupil of Otto von Rupert. At this time, Kaulback was the leader of art in
Germany and was the head of the Art Academy in Munich, a government school admitting only
men. The government, however, gave women studying in Munich the use of a lecture room at the
Art Academy where they could come. Miss Birge took advantage of this privilege and found it
very helpful. Her Aunt Fanny Payne was her constant companion while abroad and Mrs. Henry B.
Payne was also with them two years of their stay. Miss Birge remembers with pleasure an
interview with Kaulback in his studio, her aunt accompanying her, his natural kindly manner, his
interest in her and the studies she so timidly carried with her, his patience with her poor German.
The recommendation he gave her to an artist in Paris she still treasures The next year she
studied in Paris with Evariste Luminaris, an artist of high standing.

Miss Birge became an artist of note, especially in the field of portraiture. While she never
exhibited her work in the Paris Salon or in New York, as she was asked to do, a number of her
portraits were of importance. She was particularly successful in painting elderly people and
children. Her portrait of Ex-Governor Joseph Vance of Ohio hangs in the rotunda of the Capitol at
Columbus. Her portrait of Miss Jenny Chamberlain of Cleveland, called the “American Beauty” in
England, was considered better by the Chamberlain family than any other. She also painted Mr.
and Mrs. Eugene Zimmerman of Cincinnati, parents of the present Duchess of Manchester, and
the grandparents of that lady. These portraits now hang in the Irish castle of the Manchesters.
The portrait of Judge Elisha Payne, a copy of which forms the frontispiece of this volume, was
copied by Miss Birge from a portrait made for Mary Payne Lathrop by an artist now unknown, and
which afterwards belonged to Colgate University. The original was later destroyed by fire. Miss
Birge made two copies of this painting, one for her cousin, Oliver H. Payne, which is now in
Cleveland, the other for her uncle, Edwin D. Payne, now in Dayton. From the latter, this
reproduction is made.

In 1912 Laura Birge was living in the old home at Dayton.

In a message dated 10/23/2001 12:35:36 PM Pacific Standard Time, rustk@daytonartinstitute.org
writes:




BIRGE FUNERAL RITES WILL BE HELD ON FRIDAY Sogag o

Talgnted Portrait Painter is Striken. o e S
at e of 82 Years - S T
g Cev-maty ]
A

Funeral services for Miss Laura U, Birge, one of Dayton's
most talented portrait painters and a founder of the .
Dayton Art association, who died Tuesday at her residence, '
215 Superior Avenue, will be conducted at 2 P,M. Friday at
the home. Burial w111 be in Woodland cemetery. -

Miss Birge had heen in failing health during the past flve o
years and her conditlion became rapidly worse after she fell
last Friday at her home and fractured her hip.

She Was for many years a leader in the artistic 1ife of the - =
- city and loved art in all its manifold aspects. She was
prosent at the organization of the Montgomery County Art - _ ;
assoclatlon and played an lmportant part at the beginning e
.of' that organization. :

For years she conducted an art school at her home, Monument
Avenue and St. Clalr Street, and taught several younger L
artlsts. : : : -

- She was born 1n Seneca Palle, New York, and was the daughter _
of Danlel Olds and Laura Eliza Birge., Her father's ancestors
came over in the Mary Ann John, the ship which followed the
Mayflower, Her mother was Laure Eliza Payne of this clty.
After her father's death the mother and daughter rebturned- to
Dayton and took up their resldence at the old Payne homeatead.

- She early manifested a balent for drawxng and paintlng end received -
‘her early training from Miss CGlara Soule at-the old Gooper o
seminary. Later she studied in Cinclnnatl,-New York, Londan,“' e
Paris and Munich. In Munilch, - she had: her own : studlo sand ':*

- painted portraits of several §§om1nent Europeans. "Her - teachere
were Otfo Von Rupert, Rupert ulbach and EV&PlStB melnarie the .
latter her Parlsian teacher. i

TEAfter returning “to Am.erica, she painted thefp . S

~ex=~CGov, .Jogseph Vance of ‘Qhio,"a’ portrait ‘which: hangs in‘ithe rotunda7
of the state capitol in Columbiis; Jennie Chamberlin of: Cleveland, o
known 'in Englend as the American Beauty; Mr,” and Mrs,’ Eugen S
- Zimmerman, of Cincinnati, parents of the Duchess of Manc¢hester an

- the grandparents of the duchess, Thesgs portraits hung for:years =
- in the Irlsh caetle of MEnchester. : _ o




Ske 1lived at the Payne residence with her aunt, Fanny Payne,
" and Mrs, Henry B, Payne, and after they died she lived alohe
. with her colored servanbt. After the flood, she mover to hesr
present residence, 215 Superlor Avenue.

She leaves her cousln, Will Payne,'of Central Avenue, and ‘a

”number of relatives who 11ve outside of Dayton.
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/HOLESALE DISTRIBUTORS OF '
OLSTERY & DRAPERY FABRICS

AND SUPPLIES ‘ ' - 'MAILING ADDRESS
’ ’ BOX o897

January 16, 1950

Mr, Siegfried Weng
Dayton Art Institute
405 Weost Riverview
Dayton, Ohio

Dear Sieg:

We are deliﬁering to you today a box of pilctures and miscellansous
items for still life. . '

I find that Laura C. Birge, who signed that plcture of that girl-
that you saw, was one of the founders of the Institute. For thab

reason, on the attached page I am attaching some of her history
ag shown in her funeral notice in 1928,

Very truly yours,

iz

WG Payne:prw

Encl,

L ESTABASHED 1865
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Born in Seneca Falls, Nc__aw York. Daughter of Laura El4

Payne and. Daniel Olds- irge. Moved to Dayton in 1847 §8

w1t,h mdowed mother , who established in her home a.
orner of St. Clair




fongs.

The dramatic students are:
fancy Carol Rowe, Peter Hite,

|- Patty - Dinsmore, - .Gerald Brown,
_Betty Ann MHorstman, Janet

Btevens, Douglas Michael, Becky
Sherk, - Shirley Ann Wyne, Adele

-"Unverferth, Shirley Ann Farris,
Marian Boam, Margaretta Fowler,

?uzanne Imbus, . Betty Elstun,
anet Boehmer, Suzanns Pohl-
fneyer, Mary Ann - Brawley and
Edwin Griest, R

eral public is 1nv1ted too.

Mass Reecce, who has gained in-
ternational recognition for the
guality .of her work, has been
specializing this last year in the
field of pastel photographyw She
brings to the surface of her deli-
cate compomt:ons, many of which
are studies of flowers and birds,
delicate color traceries which have
given the admirers of her work
mugeh -pleasure,

' SUSAN GILBERT JORDAN, first wife of Judge Andrew Jack--
:son Jordan, sat for Laura Birge in 1872, The Dayton artist was
one of considerable ability and shewent to Cincinnati and
‘Chicago and Buffalo to make portait studies of the cities' best
families. Her charmmg study wears.a black dress with white

ace. ai the neck and a white lace shawl. abou’r her shoulders,
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. . ACCESSION RECORD .
Dounor, lender, fund—Collection—Date received—Trustee action—Price or appraised velue—Valuation for insurance—¥V endor—Disposition.i

* . |

Gift of Suzanne Jordan Morris, deceased, through her sister, Jean Jordan Phillips,
May 16, 1942,

HISTORY AND BIELIOGRAPHY .

Former owners—Authentification—Referesces.
- -

. oy
Leura Birge, b. Seneca Falls, N.Y. , Studied with Clara Soule at Cooper Smbnary;
zlso in Cincinnati, New York, London, Paris, Munich., One of the founders of
the Dayton Art Association, T
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16 CAPTANS
PROMOTED BY
HﬁGE S ORDER

car’ Admirals ﬂetire
. Activd Service,
'Jo!ﬂﬂ Vacancles.

LIST APPROVED

nt Commander Wust,
sincinnati, Among
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| Studied in Parks, London and
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! 1all which she buffered at hep hm'ne:r

Munich~—Many Pictues
Are HUng Abroad'
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Miss Laura G Blrm' widely known
Dayton palnter of portralts and
tigures, and roundrr of thd Mont-
' gomery Art azsoclatlon, which s
now known #a the Dayton At Inatl-
tute, dled yestdrday morning at her
rezidence, 2150 Wt:.an Bup{:rmr ave-

Her death !dllowed n lmgth/ lll-
ness which wis complicated by al

lazt Priday when she nuflcred a
!

fracture of hep hip, i
Mixs Blrye's t!:ducatlon in axt work
took her .to |Parld, Lonadn and
Munleh, and Jﬂ?ﬁal s|of her
work hang ln.promlnent Topedn
homes and nre sald. 1o bo excellent
productions of lartistte handivork,
Bhe waz enzdged constantly in her
art work mnd plways backed enter-
prizes of the Daytorl Art Inatitute,
Al a: youlhful nge, Minj Birge
aho ed 8 tdlent far paintlng and
accordingly wis glfen tralbing in
that profemafor], fihe studied for a
Um#4 under Clara Boule, daughter of
the: widely-Xndwn Dayton urtist of
not4, who alpd! menl yearn ngo,
After leaving Dayton sha lstudled
art 'in Cincladatl and New York,
ang then wedt to Eur for a
threée-year oourss yrlder Olto von
Rupert, Kaulbach! and  Evariate
Luminaris. | When ln Europs she
palntad ponn!u ol raveral pRTEONA
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CHICAJO, June 19. — Two men |
werd shot to death In a atreet here l

er “racket.”

They were ldentifled ax Joe Ba-l
were younyg, They were expensively |
attlred, even to pastel ahaded silk

Assallants fired from a\ automo-
bile that passed a car In which |
Halamorie jumped and ran.  A.sec-
ond burdt of shot gun slugs dropped
machine which slowed down, walked
to the nther car and fired point

 Ha than waved to his companions,
tossadl' away his gun, lighted a clg-
gangway and disappeared.

A !ﬂ’" minutes later a couple of
dcpth commlsaloner of police, Wil-
liam “Coennor, clanged up from
mum Rive my ln!ormmlon
Amﬂ Is Maﬂa lutmulln ia May 1

l‘ . 'rm Ygar.
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the rhvtlze-rmd of Lottmative Engle
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totalling 84500060 & vear, ' ;
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e B e e
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l,odagt and police attributed it o |
lamone =and John Ollverl. Both |
shirts,
Balcmorie and Ollver! were driving.
him, One of the gunmen Jeft thelr
blank o Ollveri,
eret] walked unhurriedly into a
cara; of | detectives headed by the
dowhtown. .None-of the passtraby
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